Halliwell Local History Society was
formed in 1986 by a group of people who
were intent on recording and keeping
alive the history of the Halliwell Township.
Our ﬁrst Chairman was the late Derek
Billington, a local historian with a wealth
of knowledge of Bolton, and Halliwell in
particular. He was the author of several
books and many articles and an avid
collector of anything connected to Bolton.
His devotion to researching and
recording his work along with a large
collection of old photographs and maps
form the basis of our extensive archives.
Since those early days we have had to
move our meeting place four times due to
the growing numbers of people attending
our monthly meetings and now we have
on average 50+ regular members. We
also have subscribers in all parts of the
country who receive our bi-monthly
magazine “The Little Piecer”. We have
also followed in Derek’s footsteps by
publishing several books about Halliwell.
Some of our members are active in local
reminiscence groups and we are quite
often asked to help promote events by
local schools, churches and various other
organisations who are aware of our large
collection of photographs and archive
material, which we are always happy to
display. We aim to have a Local History
Fair once every two years when we invite
other local and family history societies to
join us. This event is always a popular

one and attracts large crowds.
As you can see we are a thriving Society
and we would welcome you to join us at
one of our monthly meetings when we
have guest speakers on a wide variety of
topics.
These are held on the last Tuesday of
the month at 7.30pm in St. Luke’s
Church, Chorley Old Road, Bolton.
BL1 3BE.
A small entrance charge of £1.00 is
made on the door for members and
£2.00 for non-members.

HALLIWELL LOCAL HISTORY
SOCIETY

Annual Membership £10.00
For further details of Halliwell Local
History Society email the secretary, Mrs
Margaret Koppens at
margaretk@talktalk.net
Telephone 01204 597644

Visit our website at
www.halliwell-lhs.co.uk

Programme of Speakers
2019/20
Meetings held at
St. Luke’s Church
Chorley Old Road
Bolton
BL1 3BE

Buses from Bolton town centre
pass the door
Large Car Park nearby

2020
Tuesday evening meetings
2019/20

2019
30th April

AGM followed by 'The History
and Renovation of the Gorton
Monastery, Manchester': as told
by a staff member
28th May
Allen Clarke/Teddy Ashton and
Barrow Bridge': Professor Paul
Salveson.
25th June
'English Village Life in the Middle
Ages': - Stuart Elliott
30th July
'Hoghton Tower and the Families
who lived there': Richard Roberts,
Head Guide at Hoghton Tower.
27th August 'A Mansion, a Family and a Ship':
The effect on the lives of the
founder and the M.D. of the
White Star Line after the sinking
of the Titanic. – David Hill
24th September 'Wallpaper at the Whitworth':
Amy George, Curator (Textiles
and Wallpaper)
29th October 'The Story of Jodrell Bank': - Prof.
Ian Morison.
26th November 'The Pennines and the Rise of the
Factory': Why the Industrial
Revolution Happened Here –
Stephen Caunce.
17th December
TBA

28th January 'When the Queen came to
Lancashire' – An account of Queen
Victoria and Prince Albert's visit to
Lancashire in 1851 and Prince
Albert's visit to Barrow Bridge Mill
- Judith Atkinson.
25th February 'The Mass Observation Archive' –
David Burnham.
31st March 'The Heskeths of Rufford Old Hall' –
The history of the Hall and the
family who lived there. Charles
Crosbie
28th April AGM followed by 'The Notebook of
Thomas Noblet: Joiner 1725-1746'
One of the earliest known
craftsman's notebooks to have
survived which gives an insight into
life in a rural community in the 18th
century. Bill McCartney
26th May
'The History of ROF, Chorley'. The
Royal Ordnance Factory at Euxton
near Chorley, opened in 1938 was
one of the largest munitions
factories in the UK. Steve Williams
30th June
TBA
28th July
'The Catalyst Science Discover
Centre and Museum' – the story of
the creation of the centre after the
demise of the local chemical
industry in Widnes by Dr Diana
Leitch.
25th August
TBA
29th September
TBA
27th October
TBA
24th November 'Magistrates and malefactors:
crime in Stuart Lancashire'
–Another interesting talk from
Alan Crosby
15th December
TBA

Why not visit our Heritage Centre at
All Souls, Astley Street,
Bolton BL1 8EY
Telephone 01204 385868/597644
Here you will ﬁnd models of Doﬀcocker Village
and Smithills Hall, books and photographs for
sale. Staﬀ will be
on hand to help with your research and answer
your ques ons. You may want to
round oﬀ your visit with a cup of tea or
coﬀee and a meal or a snack in the
on-site café.
Open Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday
From 11am un l 1pm
No charge for admission

Reminiscence Group
We now run a reminiscence group at All
Souls on the ﬁrst Wednesday of each month
at 10 am for people to chat, recall their
memories or simply come to listen. All are
welcome.
Men’s Group
Our mens group meet every Monday at All
Souls at 10.30 am for companionship, chat,
jokes and even the occasional magic trick.
Everyone is made welcome.

